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Animal management in Hobsons Bay is shaped by the Domestic Animal Management 
Plan, which is updated every four years in accordance with state government legislation. 
This plan supports responsible pet ownership, ensures the safety and welfare of animals, 
minimises disruptions caused by cats and dogs, and guides Council officers in 
enforcement practices. 
Based on the feedback received during round one of community consultation, some 
proposed changes were developed and incorporated into the Draft 2025-29 Domestic 
Animal Management Plan.  The community was asked for their feedback on these 
changes. Below is a summary of what we heard. 

 
 

The community engagement process 
From 4th August to 1st September 2025, we sought feedback from residents to capture 
community feedback on our Draft 2025-29 Domestic Animal Management Plan. 
Using an online survey on Participate Hobsons Bay, residents were asked to provide 
feedback on proposed key changes to the plan.   
The project was advertised on our social media platforms as posts on our Facebook and 
Instagram pages.   
 
 

What we heard 
We received 91 responses to our online survey. 
As this was the second round of community consultation, focusing on specific details of 
the draft plan, no demographic information was collected.  Overall, most respondents 
support each of the proposed initiatives.  Further insights are below.    
 
Barking and Nuisance Dogs 
Excessive barking and nuisance behaviour were frequently mentioned. Respondents 
support the proposed new resources and called for improved council processes to 
address complaints, including faster response times and clearer enforcement 
mechanisms. Some noted that barking often reflects deeper welfare issues, such as 
neglect or lack of stimulation. 
 
Cat Containment and Management 
Many respondents expressed strong support for cat containment measures, including 
curfews and restrictions on roaming. Concerns were raised about the impact of stray and 
roaming cats on native wildlife, property damage, and public health. Some participants 
advocated for mandatory desexing and better enforcement, while others questioned the 
practicality of curfews for older or feral cats. 
 
Registration and Microchipping 
Feedback on pet registration was mixed. Some respondents felt that incentives like free 
registration for young pets were helpful, while others believed responsible owners would 
register regardless. Concerns were raised about the cost and accessibility of registration 
and microchipping services. 
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Dog Waste and Public Cleanliness 
Dog waste management was a recurring theme. Respondents highlighted the need for 
more bins and bag dispensers in public areas, particularly parks and walking paths. While 
most supported the idea of free poo pouches, others felt it was unnecessary or that dog 
owners should take personal responsibility. 
 
Desexing and Population Control 
There was strong advocacy for low-cost or free desexing programs, especially for cats. 
Respondents viewed desexing as essential to controlling stray populations and reducing 
shelter intake. Suggestions included community outreach and desexing events at 
accessible locations, such as shopping centres. 

 
Council Responsiveness and Enforcement 
Many contributors expressed frustration with council responsiveness, citing long wait 
times for services like trap loans or ranger callouts. There were calls for more active 
patrols, better enforcement of leash laws, and transparency around how registration fees 
are used. 
 
 

Survey results  
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Next steps 
 
Finalisation of the plan September - October 2025 
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